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Abstract
We describe how secondary school students are engaged in designing school newspapers, broadcasting radio shows and using ICT in 
classrooms as opportunities for communication and learning.  The central goal in this project was to set up the school dynamics where radio, 
newspaper, television, video, images and ICT´s play the role of additional inputs and increase the community interest in literacy. We present 
some practical initiatives that demonstrate the possibilities of media literacy based activities in a public school in Bogota, Colombia
Key Words: Communication in school, newspaper and radio in classrooms, use of ICT´s in EFL learning, collaborative learning.
Resumen
Describimos cómo los estudiantes de escuela secundaria se motivaron a diseñar el periódico escolar, a emitir desde la radio en la escuela y  a usar las nuevas tecnologías en 
el aula de clase como oportunidades para la comunicación y el aprendizaje.  El objetivo central en este proyecto fue establecer dinámicas en la escuela donde la radio, el periódico, 
la televisión, el video, las imágenes y las TIC desempeñaran el papel de recursos adicionales para aumentar el interés de la comunidad por la educación. Finalmente presentamos 
algunas iniciativas prácticas para demostrar posibles actividades de aprendizaje basadas en alfabetización en medios en una escuela pública en Bogotá, Colombia
Palabras Claves: Comunicación en la escuela, el periódico y la radio en el aula de clase, uso de TIC en el aprendizaje de Inglés, aprendizaje colaborativo.
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storytelling	 is	 a	 creative	 process	 that	 enables	
young	people	to	express	themselves	(individually	
and	 collaboratively)	 by	 bringing	 together	
information	 into	 an	 engaging	 and	 coherent	
argument	(Bruner	1986).	Stories	are	the	basis	for	
case	based	(and	 therefore	 reusable)	memories	
(Schank	1995)	 and	 are,	 as	 a	 result,	 essential	
for	 healthy	 cognitive	 development.	 Stories	 are	












has	 fundamental	concerns	about	 living	 in	very	
basic	 conditions	 where	 food,	 health	 and	 the	
economy	prevent	 their	 families	 from	 thinking	
about	a	future	where	the	English	language	can	
be	useful?
In	practice,	 there	 is	often	 little	connection	
between	 the	 curriculum,	 the	 application	 of	
knowledge,	and	 the	 realities	of	 the	 lives	of	 the	
students.	If	these	connections	are	made,	however,	
students	 can	 understand	 theories,	 contents,	
rules	 and	 use	what	 they	 have	 learned	 in	 real	
communicative	situations.	However,	universities	
and	 teacher	 training	 courses	 don’t	 generally	
assume	 this	 perspective,	 so	 they	 don’t	 teach	
how	 to	 “seduce”	 the	 students	 with	materials	
and	exercises	adjusted	to	their	real	interests	and	
inquiries.




students	 attend	 the	 school	 each	 day,	 where	
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of	communication	and	exercising	of	responsibility	











make	 decisions	 and	 become	 responsible	 and	
creative	members	 of	 society.	 This	 challenge	
requires	 innovation	 and	 a	multi-disciplinary	
approach	 from	the	schools.	 In	 the	case	of	San	
Agustin	School,	the	decision	was	taken	to	explore	
the	possibilities	of	teaching	kids	how	to	produce	




can	 be	 challenged	 and	 realities	 faced	 and	

















So	 this	 story	 is	 one	where	 a	pedagogical	











The Promise of Printed Words 
In	the	middle	of	the	20th	century	Freinet	in	
his	work	“Modernizar	la	Escuela”	(1982),	stated	
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It	is	necessary,	from	his	point	of	view,	that	
in	 the	 school	we	deal	with	 tasks	 that	 integrate	
all	the	disciplines	and	that	have	a	clear	purpose,	
well	 understood	 and	 agreed	 by	 the	 students.	
This	 links	 closely	with	 the	 necessity	 to	make	
the	design	of	a	curriculum	more	open	and	more	
flexible	and	that	takes	into	account	the	time	that	










the	 first	 edition	was	 one	where	 each	 student	
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changes	 to	 the	 established	 curriculum	 and	
pedagogical	 principles.	 	 The	 changes	 could	
provide	previously	unavailable	opportunities	for	
interactivity,	 enjoyment	 and	 social	 interchange	
where	the	students	face	new	challenges	in	a	real	











Sometimes	 the	 two	 discourses	 (the	 one	





attitude	 in	order	 to	 integrate	 them	 in	 the	same	
path.
The	use	of	media	and	ICT	in	education	would	
be	an	 important	component	 for	 the	motivation	
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of	 students	 and	 teachers	with	 the	 opportunity	
to	 integrate	 the	 school	with	 the	 environment,	
the	neighborhood,	the	city	and	the	country	and	
of	course	with	 the	world	 -	gaining	with	 this	an	
analytic,	critical	and	reflective	spirit.
One	new	opportunity	afforded	by	ICT	is	that	
or	 asynchronous	 collaborative	 or	 cooperative	
learning.	Students	 can	 interact	 independent	 of	
time,	and	independent	of	location,	commenting	
on	 questions	 or	 presented	material,	 debating	
points	 or	 building	material	 together.	 This	 new	
facility	became	a	focus	of	activity	at	San	Agustin	
School.
Beyond Collaborative Learning 
















the	 prevailing	 culture	 of	 the	 students	 is	 an	










students’	 participation	 and	 to	 achieve	 some	
benefits	that	are	the	result	of	collaborative	work	in	
classrooms,	for	instance,	to	improve	attendance	
because	of	 their	commitment	 to	others	 in	 their	
group.	 Students	 in	 cooperative	 classrooms	




Images, Sounds and Stories Moving from 





only	 the	media	 involved	 in	newspapers	(words	
and	images)	and	radio	(sound	and	speech)	but	
also	 video	 and	 other	 information	 types	 (GPS	
tracks	 and	 augmented	 realities),	 and	 linked	
information	browsing	supported	by	hypermedia	
techniques.	 The	 skills	 required	 to	 work	 with	
these	media	are	diverse	and	extend	the	learning	




development.	 His	 theory	 is	 consistent	 with	
the	 other	 popular	 learning	 theories	 (Vygotsky,	
1978)	 (Fox	 and	Karen,	 1990)	 in	 emphasizing	
the	importance	of	collaboration.	Piaget	felt	that	
interaction	 between	 peers	 is	 equally	 shared.	
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known	 as	 “Education	 for	Communication	 and	
Communication	 for	 Education”	with	 the	 goal	
of	 exploring	 the	 cultural	 influences	 that	media	
offer	to	the	students	involving	the	full	spectrum	
of	audiovisual	media.		Video	and	television	have	
a	component	of	pure	visual	 expression	 just	 as	
painting	 and	photography	have,	 but	 they	 also	
have	 sounds	 like	music	 or	 drama	 as	 theatre	






move	on	 to	 reflect	and	be	motivated	 to	“read”	





Spoken Language Learning Online: The 




through	 the	 ICT	 as	 explained	 by	Clavijo	 and	
Quintana	(2004),	and	these	become	the	social	
potential	 for	 education	 in	 the	 classrooms.	 	As	
they	stated,	the	presence,	the	proximity	and	the	
temporality	 stimulate	 new	 cognitive,	 affective,	
and	 social	 situations	 promoting	 collaborative	
learning	as	result	of	peer	learning.		It’s	a	challenge	
to	 face	 the	 socio-cultural,	 economical,	 and	
technological	reality	that	San	Agustin	has.		From	
that,	 it	 is	 impossible	 to	 forget	 the	mission	 that	

























It	 was	 necessary	 and	 essential	 to	 expand	 the	
range	of	action	of	the	project	urgently	to	exploit,	
in	 a	managed	 and	 coherent	way	 the	 potential	
offered	by	ICT.		For	that	reason	an	agreement	was	
established	with	teachers	 in	15	schools	around	
the	world	where	 interactions	 and	 collaborative	
activities	could	be	promoted	within	a	community	
with	 common	 goals	 and	 a	 common	 spirit	 of	
innovation.








a	 community	 of	 storytellers/podcasters	 that	
increased	 their	 literacy	 skills	 and	 their	 fluency	
in	 different	 languages.	 For	 that	 reason	 it	 is	
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“Crossing	 the	 Language	Sea”,	 involving	 local	
cohorts	of	students	in	Colombia,	Chile,	Argentina,	
USA,	UK,	Russia	 and	Spain,	 facilitated	by	 the	
Proyectemonos	server	hosted	by	the	University	
of	Dundee	 in	 the	UK.	 	The	collaborative	group	
work	 involving	 students	 in	 different	 locations	
was	an	 integral	part	of	 the	achievement	of	 the	
learning	 goals	 of	 this	 experience.	 It	 was	 also	
intended	 to	 encourage	 students’	 participation	
and	to	achieve	some	benefits	that	are	the	direct	
result	 of	 collaborative	work	 and	peer	 learning	
in	 classrooms	while	 participating	 in	 a	 virtual	
community.	







the	 audio	 and	 video	materials,	 and	be	 curious	
about	 the	meaning	 of	 presented	 stories.	 Their	
level	of	curiosity	helps	determine	their	motivation	

























language.	The	 students	 sought	 to	 engage	with	
completely	different	cultures,	and	happily	grasped	
the	 opportunity	 to	 share	 their	 own	 identity	
and	culture.	Reflection	on	 the	meanings	of	 the	
differences	and	similarities	naturally	followed.	
Conclusions and Reflections 
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the	present	(and	will	do	for	those	in	the	future!),	
San	Agustin	School	has	been	visited	by	teachers	
from	 other	 cultures	 and	 has	 exploited	 very	
important	socialization	spaces	to	tell	 the	story:	
the	story	of	how	a	wave	changed	the	school.	
The	school	and	 its	 teachers,	 in	 their	daily	
work,	should	re-establish	the	position	concerning	
the	mass	media	and	new	technologies	in	a	way	
that	 shows	a	 real	 understanding	 and	 value	 for	
the	 extra	 classes	 experiences,	 the	 previous	
knowledge,	the	students	wonderings,	concerns,	
dreams	or	 fantasies	and	most	 important	of	all,	
their	 daily	 life	 and	 the	way	 they	 interact	with,	
comprehend	and	critique	media	in	their	homes.
At	the	same	time,	school	must	be	the	first	
communicative	 space,	 where	 boys	 and	 girls	
build	meanings,	work	 together,	 and	 share	with	
the	adults	the	adventure	of	learning,	respecting	
differences	 and	 developing	 skills	 in	wise	 and	
independent	decision	making.	It	is	the	best	space	
where	 the	 student’s	 development	 and	 learning	
is	 in	accordance	with	 their	ages/maturity,	 their	
possibilities	and	their	interests,	encouraging	them	
to	 be	 the	main	 characters	 of	 their	 lives,	 being	
responsible	 for	 their	 decisions	 and	 building	 a	
life	path	where	they	can	imagine	solutions	and	
create	 new	 scenarios	 to	 transform	 their	 local	
communities	and	countries.	
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